Estimates Change From

2026 2026 2025
March February February March
Civilian Labor Force 779.2 782.1 -2.9 -1.6
Total Employment 744.0 745.5 -1.5 -6.7
Total Unemployment 35.2 36.5 -1.3 51
Unemployment Rate 4.5 4.7 . XX XX
Labor Force Participation Rate 54.3 54.5 XX XX
TOTAL NONFARM PAYROLL EMPLOYMENT 716.0 715.4 0.6 -2.3
PRIVATE SECTOR 570.2 570.1 0.1 0.4
GOODS-PRODUCING 101.7 101.9 -0.2 1.0
Mining & Logging 20.1 20.4 -0.3 -0.4
Construction 36.5 36.6 -0.1 1.7
Manufacturing 45.1 44.9 0.2 -0.3
Durable Goods 27.2 27.2 0.0 0.0
Nondurable Goods 17.9 17.7 0.2 -0.3
SERVICE-PROVIDING 614.3 613.5 0.8 -3.3
Private Service-Providing 468.5 468.2 0.3 -0.6
Trade, Transportation, & Utilities 120.7 120.5 0.2 -1.5
Wholesale Trade 19.6 19.5 0.1 0.0
Retail Trade 77.0 77.0 0.0 -0.7
Transportation, Warehousing, & Utilities 24.1 24.0 0.1 -0.8
Information 7.4 7.5 . -0.1 -0.1
Financial Activities 26.0 26.4 -0.4 0.1
Finance & Insurance 19.0 19.3 -0.3 0.1
Real Estate & Rental & Leasing 7.0 7.1 . -0.1 0.0
Professional & Business Services 72.5 72.3 0.2 0.5
Professional, Scientific & Technical Service 31.7 31.7 0.0 0.4
Administrative & Support & Waste Management & Remediation 33.8 33.6 0.2 0.5
Educational & Health Services 147.6 147.1 0.5 2.4
Educational Services 7.7 7.6 . 0.1 0.6
Health Care & Social Assistance 139.9 139.5 0.4 1.8
Leisure & Hospitality 70.4 70.6 -0.2 -1.6
Arts, Entertainment, & Recreation 8.8 8.6 . 0.2 -0.1
Accommodation & Food Service 61.6 62.0 -0.4 -1.5
Other Services 23.9 23.8 0.1 -0.4
Government 145.8 145.3 0.5 -2.7
Federal Government 23.8 24.0 -0.2 -2.5
State Government 46.5 46.5 0.0 0.2

.Monthly estimates are preliminary and subject to revision. Benchmark March 2025.




Ann.

AVG.

Civilian Labor Force 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 . 0.0 . 0.0 0.0 0.0
Total Employment 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 d 0.0 g 0.0 0.0 0.0
Total Unemployment 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 . 0.0 . 0.0 0.0 0.0
Unemployment Rate b b 5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 d 0.0 g 0.0 0.0 0.0
Labor Force Participation .. 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 . 0.0 . 0.0 0.0 0.0
Civilian Labor Force 0.0
Total Employment 0.0
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Seasonally Adjusted - Benchmark March 2025




Ann.
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Sep Nov Dec nn

Civilian Labor Force 767.5 775.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 . 0.0 . 0.0 0.0 0.0
Total Employment 729.8 733.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 b 0.0 d 0.0 0.0 0.0
Total Unemployment 37.8 42.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 . 0.0 . 0.0 0.0 0.0
Unemployment Rate 4.9 5.4 b 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 b 0.0 d 0.0 0.0 0.0
Labor Force Participation .. 53.5 54.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 . 0.0 . 0.0 0.0 0.0
Civilian Labor Force 7753 772.0 0.0
Total Employment 740.9 739.9 0.0
Total Unemployment 34.4 32.1 0.0
Unemployment Rate 4.4 4.2 X . . X . X X X X 0.0
Labor Force Participation .. 53.9 53.7 0.0
Civilian Labor Force 784.4 789.2
Total Employment 747.2 749.5
Total Unemployment 37.2 39.7
Unemployment Rate 4.7 5.0
Labor Force Participation .. 54.8 55.1
Civilian Labor Force 775.5 780.4
Total Employment 743.4 747.7
Total Unemployment 32.2 32.7
Unemployment Rate 4.1 4.2
Labor Force Participation .. 54.2 54.5
Civilian Labor Force 774.0 778.6
Total Employment 736.4 740.6
Total Unemployment 37.6 38.1
Unemployment Rate 4.9 49
Labor Force Participation .. 53.9 54.3
Civilian Labor Force 763.8 768.4
Total Employment 709.0 714.8
Total Unemployment 54.8 53.6
Unemployment Rate 7.2 7.0
Labor Force Participation .. 53.0 533
Civilian Labor Force 788.5 792.3
Total Employment 743.2 746.1
Total Unemployment 45.3 46.2
Unemployment Rate 5.7 5.8
Labor Force Participation .. 54.6 54.9
Civilian Labor Force 784.7 787.1
Total Employment 737.6 740.5
Total Unemployment 47.1 46.6
Unemployment Rate 6.0 5.9
Labor Force Participation .. 54.1 54.3
Civilian Labor Force 776.9 785.6
Total Employment 730.2 735.6
Total Unemployment 46.7 50.0
Unemployment Rate 6.0 6.4
Labor Force Participation .. 533 53.9
Civilian Labor Force 774.2 777.5
Total Employment 725.4 729.2
Total Unemployment 48.8 48.3
Unemployment Rate 6.3 6.2
Labor Force Participation .. 52.8 53.0
Civilian Labor Force 782.2 786.2
Total Employment 726.6 728.8
Total Unemployment 55.6 57.4

Unemployment Rate 7.1 7.3
Labor Force Participation .. 53.0 53.3
2015 Civilian Labor Force 788.3 790.0

Not Seasonally Adjusted - Benchmark March 2025
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State Unemployment Rate Decreased to 4.5 Percent in March 2026

West Virginia’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate was 4.5 percent in March 2026, a decrease of
0.2 percentage point from February. The total number of employed state residents decreased by 1,500
over the month — declining to 744,000 — while the number of unemployed state residents decreased by
1,300 to 35,200. Nationally, the seasonally adjusted unemployment rate ticked down 0.1 percentage
point to 4.3 percentin March.

Total nonfarm payroll employment increased by 600 from February to March as the goods-producing
sector shed 200 jobs and the service-providing sector added 800. The goods-producing sector saw
mining and logging carve off 300 jobs while construction dipped by 100. Manufacturing rose by 200 over
the month to soften the loss.

The service-providing sector saw equal gains in private education and health services and in total
government employment, both industries gained 500 jobs. Trade, transportation, and utilities (+200),
professional and business services (+200), and other services (+100) each showed gains as well.
Financial activities (-400) shouldered the largest loss for the service-sector while leisure and hospitality
dipped by 200 and information ticked down by 100.

Over the year, total nonfarm payroll employment decreased by 2,300 jobs. The largest over the year loss
came in total government (-2,700), almost entirely in federal government employment. Declines were
also seen in leisure and hospitality (-1,600), trade, transportation, and utilities (-1,500), other services
(-400), mining and logging (-400), manufacturing (-300), and in information (-100). The bulk of job gains
over the year came in private education and health services and in construction; the two industries
added 2,400 jobs and 1,700 jobs, respectively since March 2025. Professional and business services
(+500) and financial activities (+100) each saw gains as well.

Waest Virginia’s seasonally adjusted labor force participation rate decreased by 0.2 percentage point to
54.3 percent in March.

The state’s not seasonally adjusted unemployment rate dropped by 1.2 percentage points to 4.2
percent.
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State Unemployment Rates (percent, seasonally adjusted)
The national unemployment rate was 4.5 percent as of March 2026
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Employment Situation Frequently Asked Questions: https://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.fag.htm

Payroll Survey - is and M http://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.faq.htm

Methods and M ement | http://www.bls.gov/bls/empsitquickguide.htm#household

hold Survey -

Employment from the BLS Household and Payroll Surveys: Summary of Recent Trends: http://www.bls.gov/bls/empsitquickguide.htm#household

Current Employment Statistics - Fr ly Asked Qi i http://www.bls.gov/ces/#faq

State and Metro Area Employment, Hours and Earnings: http://www.bls.gov/sae/#faq

Employment Situation Summary: http://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm




