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CC-20-2025-C-1112
Kanawha County Circuit Clerk
Cathy S. Gatson

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF KANAWHA COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA

K.J. 111, a minor, by his parent and next friend,

Nakesha Watson,

Plaintiff,

KANAWHA COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION,

and WEST SIDE MIDDLE SCHOOL,

Defendants,

Civil Action No.

Verified Petition

Plaintiff, K.J. III, a minor, by his parent and next friend, Nakesha Watson, respectfully states as

follows:

1. Plaintiff is a minor enrolled at West Side Middle School in Kanawha County, WV.
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2. Plaintiff’s parent submitted a religious exemption request for school-required
vaccinations, which was approved by the West Virginia Bureau for Public Health
(attached as Exhibit A).

3. Despite this approval, Defendants };ave refused to allow Plaintiff to attend school, citing
Board of Education directives.

4. Denying Plaintiff attendance causes irreparable harm, including loss of education,
emotional distress, and violation of constitutional and statutory rights.

5. Plaintiff has no adequate remedy at law, making emergency injunctive relief necessary.
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully requests:

e That the Court grant immediate relief allowing Plaintiff to attend school;

e Any other relief the Court deems just and proper.
Verification:

I, Nakesha Watson , being the parent and next friend of the minor Plaintiff, declare under penalty

of perjury that the facts stated in this Petition are true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Nakesha Watson

Parent and Next Friend of K.J. II1



STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
J West Virginia Department of DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

H E LTH BUREAU FOR PUBLIC HEALTH

Commissioner's Office

Arvin Singh, EdD, MBA, MPH, MS, FACHE Justin J. Davis

Secretary of Health Acting Commissioner

9/15/2025

Nakesha Watson
800 Nitro Mkt Place 1012
Charleston, WV 25313

Re: Religious Exemption Request
Dear Nakesha Watson:

The Bureau for Public Health has received your written request for a religious exemption
from compulsory vaccination for your child, Keith Johnson 11 (DOB: 5/28/2013), dated
9/1/2025. In accordance with Executive Order 7-25, your request is hereby granted for
the 2025-2026 school year. The Bureau for Public Health will not enforce the compulsory
school immunization requirements against you or your child, Keith Johnson L.

The Bureau of Public Health is also providing a copy of this exemption letter to West Side
Middle School. Consistent with the Governor's May 9, 2025, guidance, a student who has
received a religious exemption under Executive Order 7-25 should be allowed to attend
public school without being compelled to be immunized.

V?ry truly yours,

Justin J. Davis
Acting Commissioner

350 Capitol Street » Room 702 « Charleston, WV 25301



INTHE C” QU\"( COURT OF KANAWHA COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA

: VERIFICATION

: MC\VQSM \Wadson , named in the forgoing pleading, after being duly

sworn, says that the facts and allegations therein contained are true, exceptinsofar as they
are therein stated to be on the information, and thatinsofar as they are therein stated, that

they helieved to be true.
(Signature) )
: : N
Taken, subscribed and sworn to before the undersigned authority, this day

Septemb& o0 25
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My commission expires aq’[é? q
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{Notary Public)
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OFFICIAL SEAL
NOTARY PUBLIC 1
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA ‘
Shirlette L. Campbsell
Kanawhn County Cireult Clerk’s @Hice {
Judicter Buflding
141 Coun Sirost
Charlaston, Wy 25701 {
My Commission Expires July 24, 2029 '




