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Encourage Writing During Pretend Play
Children love to play pretend — and writing can be part of this

imaginative work. For example, if they like tea parties, encourage

them to make invitations for guests, place cards, maps, signs or

menus. 

Model Writing
One of the most effective ways to help children become writers is

to show them through your own example that writing has useful

purposes. Talk to them about how you use writing, from making a

shopping list to texting a loved one. Let them see that writing is a

part of daily life.

Make a Book Together
All it takes to make a book is paper and crayons/markers. Staple

pieces of paper together or fold them in half. Invite children to

write a story about a favorite topic or activity, such as dinosaurs or

playing at the park — a picture and a few words on every page.

Once they have filled all the pages, have them read it to you, a

younger sibling or a stuffed animal. 

Writing together creates lasting memories, strengthens
connections, and nurtures a shared love for storytelling.
Here are some ways to build enthusiasm for writing:

Find more tips and activities on pbs.org/parents

Writing Tips 



Let’s start by drawing
some pictures of what

you want to write
about!
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Parent Tip!
For more resources
about reading and

writing visit: 
readingrockets.org
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SPREAD: When the picture
takes up two full pages

SPLASH: When the picture 
takes up one full page

TIER: When rectangle
panels are stacked on
top of one another

STRIP: A series of panels
that are read as a
comic story

PANEL: An individual
frame; a single
drawing, often a
square or rectangle

GUTTER: The blank space
between the panels
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Make your own comic! What kinds of pages will you create?







Use your story planner and put it together! 
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Instructions: It’s time to write a creature adventure! To get started, invite

your child to choose their creature and a setting (where the adventure takes

place). Then, ask them to decide on the plot (what happens to the creature in

the setting). Use the space below to begin the story.

Find more games and activities at pbskids.org/wildkratts

My Creature Adventure
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For more information on WVPB’s Writers

Contest visit: wvpublic.org/wvpb-education


