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|1:2)Writing Tips

Writing together creates lasting memories, strengthens
connections, and nurtures a shared love for storytelling.
Here are some ways to build enthusiasm for writing:

- Encourage Writing During Pretend Play
Children love to play pretend — and writing can be part of this
imaginative work. For example, if they like tea parties, encourage
them to make invitations for guests, place cards, maps, signs or
menus.

« Model Writing
One of the most effective ways to help children become writers is
to show them through your own example that writing has useful
purposes. Talk to them about how you use writing, from making a
shopping list to texting a loved one. Let them see that writing is a
part of daily life.

- Make a Book Together
All it takes to make a book is paper and crayons/markers. Staple
pieces of paper together or fold them in half. Invite children to
write a story about a favorite topic or activity, such as dinosaurs or
playing at the park — a picture and a few words on every page.
Once they have filled all the pages, have them read it to you, a
younger sibling or a stuffed animal.

For learning on-the-go,
check out the
PBS KIDS Games
app and

PBS KIDS Video app
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Get Ready to WRITE!

et’s start by drawing
some pictures of what
you want to write
about!

pbskids.org/writerscontest
The PBS KIDS Writers Contest is produced by PBS and is based on the Reading Rainbow® Young Writers and lllustrators Contest, a concept developed by WNED.

The PBS KIDS wordmark and PBS KIDS Logo are registered trademarks of the Public Broadcasting Service. All rights reserved. ¢ The Arthur television series is based on the Arthur
Adventure books by Marc Brown, Arthur and other Marc Brown characters are ™ and © of Marc Brown, Television Series © 2014 WGBH. » WORDGIRL TM & © Scholastic Inc. All Rights

Reserved.




Brainstorming
is a way to come up with
new and different ideas. Use this
activity booklet to write or draw
whatever comes to your mind.
You'll end up with a
GREAT STORY!

Where the best stories begin.

Brainstorming VN9 -
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All stories have a beginning, middle and an end.

Write down or draw how you want the story to start, what happens during the story, and how will it end.

Begilnning — End

Middle

For more information and how to enter visit: wvpublic.org/wvpb-education




education

=

N — il
Narrative Writing

Use this narrative writing guide for your story!
Learn about exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution.

This is the turning point! The character
faces the conflict. They may go through
changes. You might even include their
thoughts and feelings.

Rising Action Falling Action

This is where your conflict

develops, and the suspense
builds!

This is where you can tie loose ends.

The character takes action leading to
a solution of the conflict. It's time to

conclude the adventure!

Build the context for your Resolution

story. Introduce your
characters. What is the Wrap up your story. The
setting? Introduce the resolution may include a
conflict or problem your memory, decision, feeling,
character runs into. or wish!
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The person, animal or thing your story is about.

Create a list of different characters you want in your story and describe them.
(Spike the dog is fluffy, Aunt Sally always wears funny clothes.)

Character Description

Setting where your story takes place.

Create a list of different places (the zoo, the moon) and choose whether it's the past, present or future
(last year, next Tuesday). Think about how the setting might affect your character (the snow made it cold).

Setting




Parent Tip!

Problem & Resolution For more resources
about reading and

writing visit:
readingrockets.org

Problem

7
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Resolution
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All that brainstorming
has paid off! You now
have a basic plan.
Turn the page over
and use the space
to start your story.

Have fun!
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The PBS KIDS Writers Contest is produced by PBS and is based on the Reading Rainbow® Young Writers and lllustrators Contest, a concept developed by WNED.
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Draw This!

Draw a picture that illustrates the word “School” in
the box below. Then, choose seven more words to
write and illustrate in the remaining boxes. After
you're done, explain to a classmate, teacher or
parent what you drew and why.

(Write a word here.)

(Draw a picture here.) (Draw a picture here.)

Sample words: 2
(Use these or make up your own) .

Bedtime Reading
Birthday Sad
Family School
Playground Summer

The PBS KIDS Writers Contest is produced by PBS and is based on the Reading Rainbow® Young Writers and lllustrators Contest, a concept developed by WNED.

The PBS KIDS wordmark and PBS KIDS Logo are registered trademarks of the Public Broadcasting Service. All rights reserved.  The Cat In The Hat Knows A Lot About That! TM &
© 2014 Dr. Seuss Enterprises, L.P. All rights reserved. » WORDGIRL TM & © Scholastic Inc. All Rights Reserved.




What is a comic book?

Comic books are a storytelling medium made
up of illustrations and words to tell a story.

What else do | need to know?

PANEL: An individual
frame; a single
/ drawing, often a

square or rectangle

GUTTER: The blank space
between the panels

TIER: When rectangle
panels are stacked on
top of one another

STRIP: A series of panels

that are read as a
comic story

/

SPREAD: When the picture
takes up two full pages ——

SPLASH: When the picture
takes up one full page

Make your own comic! What kinds of pages will you create?

PB Copyright © 2023 Lion Forge Entertainment, LLC, all rights reserved. DRAWN IN and all related indicia are trademarks of Voo
Lion Forge Entertainment, LLC. DRAWN IN was created in connection with St. Louis Regional Public Media dba Nine PBS. LION FORGE
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Use your story planner and put it together!




' 4T | My Creature Advent
PBS / [ _. y redacure venture
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Instructions: It’s time to write a creature adventure! To get started, invite
your child to choose their creature and a setting (where the adventure takes
place). Then, ask them to decide on the plot (what happens to the creature in
the setting). Use the space below to begin the story.

Find more games and activities at pbskids.org/wildkratts

Corporate Funding of Wild Kratts is provided by PBS KIDS and the PBS KIDS Logo are registered trademarks of Public Broadcasting Service. Used with permission. Wild Kratts® © 2020 Kratt
%Ay ADVENTURE @ Brothers Co. Ltd./ 9 Story Media Group Inc. Wild Kratts®, Creature Power® are owned by Kratt Brothers Company Ltd. All rights reserved.
Y ACADEMY’
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Story Revision

Checklist

Read your story out loud.
Then ask yourself each of these questions.
If the answer is yes, check it off on the checklist!

Does my story have a beginning, middle, and end? |:|

Does my story answer my reader’s questions I:l
about what happened?

Does my story include enough information?
Does my story use clear and specific words?

Do my sentences make sense when I read
them out loud?

Did I check my story for correct spelling,
punctuation, and capitalization?

For more information on WVPB's Writers
Contest visit:

The PBS KIDS Writers Contest is produced by PBS and is based on the Reading Rainbow® Young Writers
and lllustrators Contest, a concept developed by WNED. National prizing and promotional considerations
provided by LeapFrog® with additional promotional support from Highlights for Children®.

My story is organized!

My story is developed!

My story is detailed!
My story has good vocabulary!

My story has good
sentence structure!

My story is proofread!

The PBS KIDS logo is a registered mark of the Public Broadcasting Service. All rights reserved. » © 2013 WGBH Educational Foundation. All rights reserved. “Martha” and all characters and underlying materials (including artwork) from the “Martha” books are trademarks of and copyrights of

Susan Meddaugh and used under license. All other characters and underlying materials are trademarks of and copyrights of WGBH. ¢ TM & © 2013 LeapFrog Enterprises, Inc. All rights reserved. » © Highlights for Children, Inc.



